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boardwalk bullet

Gothenburg, June 21, 2018

Dear Bernhard,

When | first acquainted myself with your work, a lot of associations came to my mind. | think
of UIf Rollof, who once built a rather violent egg catapult; Dan Wolgers, who has constructed
several more or less dysfunctional mechanisms; and Kristina Matousch, who | mentioned to
you when we talked. Her way of working with violence and humour reminds me very much
about your approach. It's like you catch the observer's attention with a joke, that turns out to
be a trap: you can’t get out of it. It’s a sly tactic, to use humour as a bait.

Anyway, the one that first came to my mind is my father. My father is the kind of person that
constantly construct things — anything from machines for making apple juice, to furniture and
kitchen-ware. He does it because he can't help it. When | was a child he built a lot of things
for me. Of course, he did it also because of economic reasons. At that time it was cheaper to
make than to buy, which it is hardly true anymore. Among other things, he built a skateboard,
a unicycle, and a jolly-boat. He also bought an old moped that he re-built so it was
unrecognizable when he gave it to me on my fifteenth’ birthday, which is the age when you
are allowed to drive a moped in Sweden. When it was finished it looked like a very odd
futuristic vehicle, with an octagonal tank. In some strange way it looked older than it did
before my father started to manipulate it, it looked like a very old idea about the future.

Of course, | was happy for the things my father made and gave to me, but | didn’t have the
sense or decency to appreciate that they had a unique quality because they were home-
made. | would’ve preferred the industrially produced versions my friends had, rather than
these peculiar constructions, in which the obvious presence of my father’s hands still
lingered. | told this to Hagen when | met him and our joint friend Katharina the other day.
Hagen pointed out that all these things that | got from my father had to do with movement
and travelling. I've never thought about this before, but it’s true. He gave me vehicles.

Your works are opposite to vehicles. They are completely immobile; their function is to inhibit
movement. Yet, there is so much energy in them. A tensed expectation, that could be
sinister, vigilant and merciless. It’s like they are waiting for someone to get close enough to

get caught in the trap.

As | told you, I'm in Sweden to celebrate midsummer at the time for your opening. | would
have enjoyed being there, although maybe being in the same room as your works could also
have made me a bit nervous.

Warm wishes

Letter from Jens Soneryd to Bernhard Buff. 22 June-30 June, 2018. Aplus, Berlin.






Funfomia, 2018 Disziplinator, 2016
steel, glas, skateboard wheels, cord, 230 x 50 x 193 cm steel, glas, cord, 85 x 20 x 20 cm
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selected works and installantions

Kamerad, 2016
steel, coll springs, locking with hand




Installation view Funtomia, Husslehof, Frankfurt, 2018, ©Husselhof




SchniSchnaSchnappie, 2018
american walnut, german oak, brass, metal, flower, 270 x 54 x 150 cm, ©Husselhof



Installation view: "YOUNG GUNS", Marie von Papen Galerie, Berlin, 2016, © Marie von Papen Galerie
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prefty fucking far from ok, 2014 Kuckuck, 2015
steel Aramith bowls, socks, each 45 x 8 x 35 cm S , Aramith bowls, chain, each 115 x 20 x 21cm
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Bernhard Buff

“1983 in Bonn, Germany
2009 - 2014 Akademie der bildenden Kunste Wien
Lives and works in Vienna
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,Disziplinatores”, Galerie nachst St. Stephan Rosemarie Schwarzwalder, Vienna, Austria
"“YOUNG GUNS", Marie von Papen Galerie, Berlin, Germany

2015

"Hallo Wien", HUSSLEHOF, Frankfurt am Main, Germany

"PARALLEL Vienna 2015%, Alte Post (Kunstmesse/ Art Fair), Vienna, Austria
"To Define and Punish”®, Galerie Jacob Bjarn, Aarhus, Denmark

2014
"Bernhard Buff”, Ve.Sch, Vienna, Austria (Solo)

2012
Leaving Space, Galerie Vernon, Prag, Czech Republic
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“Young Painting”, DIEAUSSTELLUNGSSTRASSE, Vienna, Austria
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